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Arts Lancashire's Consultation with audiences, participants and partners.  

 
 

"When we talk about the value of the arts and culture,  
we should always start with the intrinsic - how arts and culture 

illuminate our inner lives and enrich our emotional world. This is 
what we cherish." 

Peter Bazelgette, Chair of Arts Council England 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Arts and cultural organisations are facing the most significant financial challenges in several decades. 
Reducing local authority finances are having a particular impact on discretionary services, such as the 
arts.  

Local authorities and the development agency for the arts, Arts Council England and National Lottery 
funding, remain the bedrock of core funding for the arts. 

‘Towards  a  Stronger  Sense  of  Place,’  produced  in  2012,  was  a  Lancashire  County  Council  report  which  
reviewed issues relating to the arts in the county and how best to prepare for the future. A key 
recommendation   was   for   the   Arts   Lancashire   partnership   in   ‘advocating   for   the   arts   as   a   whole   in  
Lancashire’  and  in  ‘measuring  the  social  and  economic  impacts  of  investment.’  Have  Your  Say  starts  to 
take forward this aim. 

Lancashire arts organisations are working hard to diversify their sources of funding. In rising to the 
challenge they are seeking out new sources of income generation, through earned income at the box 
office and fees, and from private donations and philanthropic giving. The latter is a particular challenge 
in regions outside of London, and especially so in Lancashire.  

Arts organisations are transforming their business in other ways too, in the way they operate, working 
together to make efficiencies and in looking for new and innovative ways of doing things. There is 
growing evidence of this enhanced collaboration with others, both within and outside of the arts and 
cultural sector. The focus on resilience and sustainability are now part of the DNA of arts organisations, 
including those in Lancashire. 

Most important of all, is that organisations are well placed to reflect and demonstrate with greater clarity 
how they benefit the public and society. 

In recognising this challenge, Arts Lancashire, a network of publicly funded organisations, undertook 
consultation with their audiences, participants, partners, local residents, business, fellow arts 
organisations and artists about the difference being involved in the arts makes, or has made, to their 
lives, or the work they do.  

This consultation was called, ‘Have  Your  Say.’   

The aim of the consultation was to hear about peoples' experiences, to shape these under common 
themes, and start to build a customer focused evidence base. The snapshot of public responses selected 
are augmented by additional views gathered in recent times via other mechanisms such as performance, 
event and workshop evaluations. The views of partner organisations, schools, community, resident 
groups and local businesses also feature. 

This is the starting point to inform conversations with, and decision making by, public funding bodies 
and other interested parties, around what the public values. 'Have Your Say' places these stories at the 
heart of the case for sustaining public funding of the arts in Lancashire.   

Over time, Arts Lancashire intends to build on this public consultation, involving more organisations from 
the partnership. There is a commitment to undertake new, independent research and draw on national 
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reports of relevance to add to existing impact evidence. The intention is to produce an advocacy 
framework for the future for decision makers, funding bodies, the public, private donors and other 
interested parties about the impact and benefits of the arts across Lancashire. 

The Arts Lancashire partnership believes that the case for public funding for the arts in Lancashire is 
centred on three core principles; 

x the arts are a key ingredient of a healthy, successful Lancashire - one that the 
public places a high value on 

x the arts deliver real economic benefits to local areas and the county, helping make 
it a good place to live and do business 

x the arts are key to attracting future inward investment into the county and draw 
thousands of visitors each year 

Arts Lancashire believes that investment reductions by the main public bodies would most likely 
result in; 

x less work with disadvantaged or marginalised people and those least able to access the arts - 
impacting on their life chances 

x higher prices for audiences and increased costs for communities which would in turn have an 
impact on those less able to pay and further increase the inequity in provision 

x less leverage of other funding to the county and its arts organisations in comparison with other 
parts of the region - further growing the gap in the equity of arts provision and access to the 
arts by Lancashire residents in their own locality 

x a diminished cultural offer leading to a weaker profile for Lancashire as a vibrant destination, as 
an attraction for visitors, and for those wishing to work, re-locate or train here 
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NATIONAL CONTEXT 

Arts Lancashire is undertaking this work at a time when many arts organisations and those involved in 
funding and campaigning for the arts across the country are engaged in similar evidence gathering 
initiatives.  

The Arts Council recently published its evidence  review,   ‘The  value  of  arts  and  culture  to  people  and  
society.’  It  has  provided  the  template  for  shaping  the  responses  from  Lancashire,  similarly  themed  under;  
economy, health and well-being, society and education.  

 

"The value of the arts to society has long been debated. We know that the arts play an 
important role in promoting social and economic goals through local regeneration, 
attracting tourists, the development of talent and innovation, improving health and well-
being and delivering essential services. These benefits are instrumental, beyond the 
immediate value of the intrinsic experience of involvement in the arts. There is an aesthetic 
pleasure which can be private and personal but then spills over into more instrumental 
impacts." Arts Council evidence review, the value of arts and culture to people and society, 2014 

 

Arts Council England champions, develops and invests in artistic and cultural experiences that enrich 
people's lives. They support a range of activities across the arts, museums and libraries - from theatre to 
digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. 

 

"Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and 
the world around us. In short, it makes life better." 

 

'Great art and culture for everyone' is their ten year strategic framework for the arts. The five goals are; 
excellence is thriving and celebrated, everyone has the opportunity to experience and be inspired, the 
arts are resilient and environmentally sustainable, the leadership and workforce is appropriately skilled, 
every child and young person has the opportunity to experience the richness of the arts. 

Arts Council England presently supports seven organisations in Lancashire as National Portfolio 
Organisations. Organisations may also be in receipt of funding from the Arts Council's other strategic 
funding programmes and through the Lottery programme, Grants for the Arts. 

Nationally,  the  ‘What  Next’  initiative  has  brought  together  arts  organisations  from  across the country to 
discuss and build the case for the arts. A number of arts organisations and artists in Lancashire are 
presently engaged in contributing. 
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In a recent poll by Ipsos MORI, commissioned by the National Campaign for the Arts (NCA) 63% of people 
said they believed that even in these difficult financial times, local authorities should be investing at least 
50 pence per person per week in the arts, museums and heritage. Only 12% said local authorities should 
invest nothing. 

Government statistics show that average spend per head by councils in England was 16 pence per week, 
down from 18 pence in 2011 and 20 pence in 2010. On average, of every £1 spent by councils, less than 
half a penny (0.5%) goes to support the arts, museums and heritage. The NCA is presently engaged in 
determining the level of spending on the arts by local authorities and to campaign for 50 pence per head, 
per week.  

In 2013 the Local Government Association published a range of case studies on how local investment in 
the arts impacts on local economies and economic growth. It identified five key ways in which this 
happened   and   referred   to   the   ‘pulling   power’   of   the   arts,   evidencing   this   through   case   studies   and  
showing the secondary resultant spending on restaurants, shops and hotels. 
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LANCASHIRE CONTEXT 

Lancashire is home to a rich a varied professional arts landscape. The arts are supported by both county 
and district authorities in different ways and at varying levels, according to their local priorities. 

Nationally, The Marmot Report of 2010, an evidence based strategy into health inequalities in England, 
sets out a framework for action for all local authorities, including Lancashire County Council and 
Lancashire's twelve district authorities. Its two policy goals are: to create an enabling society that 
maximises individual and community potential; and to ensure social justice, health and sustainability is 
at  the  heart  of  all  policies.  In  the  first  of  these  goals,  ‘enabling  children  and  young  people  and  adults to 
maximise  their  capabilities’  is  a  key  aim.  The  arts  can  make  an  important  contribution  in  achieving  these  
goals. 

Lancashire County Council corporate priorities for the next four years are set out within the document 
‘Setting  our  Strategic  Direction.' These are; to prepare for the future, to support the most vulnerable, to 
boost   the   Lancashire  economy  and   to  create  and  protect   jobs.  A  key  aim   is   to   ‘work   in  much  closer  
partnership with other public and third sector organisations.... to build community resilience, reduce 
inequalities and safeguard those most at risk.' The arts can make an important contribution in achieving 
these goals.  

Lancashire County Arts Development Service aims to; support Lancashire communities to become 
stronger and more cohesive, protect and improve the environment and culture, promote health and 
well-being and promote sustainable economic growth. They invest in a number of arts organisations 
across the county and support the wider arts ecology. All of the members of Arts Lancashire have been 
recipients of some level of county council funding. Many organisations also receive additional funding 
from their local district authority. 

The Lancashire County' Cultural Drivers Programme' is the main vehicle for funding the arts. 
Organisations must demonstrate; their work has real artistic vision and ambition (great art) and 
contributes to the NW cultural landscape, has clear and measurable benefits to people, can show a clear 
contribution to the economy, including employment for artists, the visitor economy or contribution to 
regeneration, brings in additional resources to the county and that they have a clear vision for the future. 

'Towards  a  Stronger  Sense  of  Place’,  2012  was  a  Lancashire  County  Council  report  which  reviewed  issues  
relating to the health of the arts in the county and how best to prepare for the future.  

"One  of  the  most  striking  findings…is  the  role  of  the  arts  in  fuelling  economic  development  
and as a force multiplier, in levering additional external monies into the local 
economy....the arts play a key role in sustaining vibrant and attractive places in which to 
invest, live and work. Arts and culture also play a key role in education, health and social 
cohesion-each of which in turn contributes significantly to the vitality and the vibrancy of 
the local workforce." 

The report went on to say that "collaboration and a cohesive sector was critical for success", citing the 
Arts Lancashire Partnership as a concrete example of helping achieve this.  
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CONTENT OF REPORT 

The 'Have Your Say' responses have been categorised in line with the themes of the recent Arts Council 
England evidence review, 'The value of arts and culture to people and society 2014'. These themes 
resonate with priorities and relevant strategic frameworks outlined above in relation to Arts Council 
England, Lancashire County Council and district authorities. 

Responses are themed under; 

x Economy 

x Health and wellbeing 

x Society 

x Education 

x  Artistic Excellence 

Many respondents cited benefits across a number of these themes and the interplay between them. 

Responses predominate from those geographical parts of the county where arts organisations are 
physically located. Not surprisingly, there are a higher number of responses from Lancaster, reflecting 
existing levels of public funding. The size and scale of these organisations, and the nature of the city of 
Lancaster, both as a university city and tourist attraction, is also reflected in the higher number of 
responses overall, especially those focusing on economic benefits.  

The nature and prime purpose of arts organisations, having a county-wide remit, a building open to the 
public, in serving young people or rural communities, or funding to serve a specific locality or interest 
group, are further factors in determining the value and impact that people talked about. The most recent 
audience data from The Dukes in Lancaster, for instance, reveals that just over 44% of attendees are 
from the Lancaster district and just over 25% from the other twelve districts of Lancashire (with all 
districts represented). 

Whilst responses have been divided into the themes described above, ie the instrumental 'added value', 
many focused on the intrinsic importance of the arts to people's lives. The public talked about general 
enrichment, well-being, happiness and enjoyment and an appreciation of the quality and breadth of the 
Lancashire arts offer, in it being providing locally and the importance of affordability and accessibility. 

The final section contains more detailed information about the arts organisations that took part in this 
consultation.  

The appendix contains the brief for this report. 
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THE ECONOMY 

This section looks at Lancashire responses around the economic impact of the arts.  

The impact on the economy is defined as; those benefits derived through employment in the arts and 
culture sector, the export or sale of cultural goods and services and the indirect benefit in terms of 
generating additional commercial spend in the local economy.  

The contribution of the arts to tourism and in revitalizing places is particularly strong. Local 
neighbourhoods are kept vibrant though the degree to which people feel they live in a forward thinking 
area, as a result of a concentration of cultural assets, the way in which they rely on culture to provide 
links between residents and communities and in how the arts can help regenerate areas of towns and 
cities. This in turn can create a positive image of a place, contribute to the retention and appeal of a local 
workforce and the attraction of new investment. There is overlap here with other themes such as 
'society' and the focus on stronger communities and a sense of place and 'well-being.' 

Another key theme is the contribution the arts can make to stimulating innovation, new and creative 
ways of doing things, in providing direct skills development opportunities and as a pathway to 
employment. There is overlap here with the education theme section. 

There were clear benefits for those working in the supply chain for the arts, perhaps as part of the night 
time economy, retail or hospitality sectors. There is an inter-dependency in both directions between the 
publicly invested arts sector and these commercial sectors.  

On a national level recent studies show that for every £1 of salary paid by the arts and cultural industries, 
an additional £2.01 is generated in the wider economy through indirect and induced multiplier 
impacts.10 million inbound visits to the UK involved engagement in arts and culture, representing 32% 
of all visits and 42% of spend. The UK is perceived as the 4th best nation out of 50 for culture, especially 
for its contemporary offer. There is proven high mobility both ways between the commercial and publicly 
funded arts and cultural sectors and they are highly inter-dependent. Continued pubic investment 
therefore remains vital for success. 

The Lancashire County Arts Development Annual Review 2012-13 highlighted that for every £1 of county 
funding invested this generated £6.97 from others, with 65 posts created and 16.2% of visitors to events 
from outside Lancashire. 

The 2011 report into the 'Economic value of arts activity in the district of Lancaster' revealed that the 
sector delivers £7.56m net additional economic contribution and 199 additional jobs and that ' live arts 
have as much to offer Lancaster's reputation for culture as heritage.' More than 80% of attendees 
agreed, or agreed strongly, that the arts are 'a very important part of my quality of life' and just under 
50% thought that ' the range of arts in Lancaster differentiates it as a place to live.' 

'Makes One Proud to Belong to Preston,' the report into the impact of Preston Guild, estimated a total 
of £169m was spent as a result, with £48m of this from outside Preston, with just under 77% saying the 
experience "has shown Preston as a great place to visit" and 4 in 10 saying  "they would be likely to visit 
again." 
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The Responses...: 

"Nationally, creative industries are bucking the trend and growing despite the economic downturn, as 
recently reported by the BBC. Investment now will surely be returned to the region many times over in 
the future. Lancashire County Council's historic investment in arts and culture communicates clearly the 
value they have placed on future generations having access to the wide range of benefits that 
engagement with arts and culture bring. Organisations have told us that the flexibility of county 
funding has much greater value to them than the sum itself, as it enables them to do the preparatory 
work necessary to source additional funding for project work, bringing investment into the sector and 
into Lancashire which otherwise could simply not happen." Derri Burdon, CEO, Curious Minds 
 
"Read any promotional material trying to attract new home owners and businesses to Lancaster, and 
the Dukes is rightly one of the assets that are proudly boasted about." 
James and Christine Mackie, Mackies of Lancaster 
 
"Burnley Youth Theatre is one of the jewels in Burnley's crown" Chief Executive, Burnley Borough Council 

"I  felt  a  really  important  element  of  Mid  Pennine  Art’s  project has been the "buzz" created amongst all 
participants, both the retailers and the community groups involved. A terrific project result." About 
Talking Shop Programme, Jerry North, Centre Manager, St Nicholas Arcades, Lancaster 
 
"Spot On brought a brand new activity to this isolated rural community. Not only does this bring 
pleasure to residents, but also brings in visitors, some of whom have the opportunity for a stay in the 
excellent holiday accommodation in Bleasdale, thus bringing in economic benefit." Mrs J E Fone, Bleasdale 
Parish Hall Committee - Wyre district 

 
"Without events such as the Dukes annual play in the park, I believe Lancaster would lose the good 
ground it has gained recently and all the hard work would disappear as the destination management of 
other locations intensifies. The Dukes is one of the brightest jewels in Lancaster’s  crown.  Its  place  on  the  
cultural map of Lancaster is well established. Tripadvisor puts Lancaster in the top 10 European 
emerging hotspots for restaurants. This is down to the 'whole package' and the ability for a destination 
to offer a complete experience. I am in no doubt that the Dukes and its emerging reputation has helped 
get  our  city  to  this  stage  and  will  help  solidify  our  brand’s  identity  further." Tim Bell General Manager, 
Lancaster House English Lakes Hotels Resorts & Venues 
 
"Live at LICA is one of the best things about Lancaster, not just about Lancaster University, but the city 
as a whole. Based on my personal experience of also living in Coventry, I can say that Live at LICA serves 
the same function here as the Warwick Arts Centre does for Warwick University and the city of 
Coventry. Live at LICA brings us things that we would otherwise have to go to Manchester or Liverpool 
to see." Anonymous Testimony (given through feedback forms and standpoint machines) 

"The Dukes was absolutely central in my decision to move to Lancaster permanently."  
Keri Nicholson, Lancaster  
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"I think that the arts community in Lancaster is one of the few distinct things about the city. Live at LICA 
presents relevant performing arts events that attract people from surrounding areas, positively affect 
the economy and make a name for Lancaster." Anonymous - Lancaster 

"As a Burnley resident I see the benefit of having quality arts activities in our town, particularly for our 
younger residents. Burnley has always had a rich sporting heritage, and we have generally been well 
served  for  sport  facilities  and  activities,  but  sport  isn’t  for  everyone  – culture, and exposure to it at a 
young age, is also a key ingredient for physical and mental wellbeing. Anything that diminishes the 
range of activities available for the young people of our town can only make Burnley less attractive to 
those companies and individuals who are looking to come to East Lancashire." Gareth Davies, Burnley 
resident  
 
"Over the years this significant employer has not only entertained and enriched the lives of local 
residents but visitors from around the country. This in turn makes a significant contribution to the 
visitor spend, helping local restaurants, shops and hotels to survive and grow, even during the most 
difficult economic times. The outdoor theatre season in Williamson Park is one of the highlights of the 
year for locals and visitors alike, it receives national acclaim and provides the ideal opportunity to show 
off one of  the  area’s  iconic  buildings  in  a  wonderful  location. You couldn't buy that sort of publicity for 
Lancaster and Morecambe. This summer, Bay Tourism Association is organising a visit to Lancaster for 
influential Group Travel Organisers when we will be showing  off  what’s  great  about  our  city.  A  highlight  
will be attending a performance of The Dukes promenade production of Hansel & Gretel – a truly 
unique experience which we know will impress our guests and help to attract more visitors to the 
district. Investment and belief in the visitor economy is vital. It creates wealth and generates 
employment. The Dukes is such an investment." Roger Carter, Chair: Bay Tourism Association 
 
"It  would  be  wonderful  to  see  ‘They  Eat  Culture’  receive  support  for  a  major  event that could draw large 
numbers  of  people  into  the  city  of  Preston  and  Lancashire  as  a  whole.  ‘They  Eat  Culture’  are  creative  
and innovative; their ideas for such an event are probably boundless. Should such a major event be 
given the necessary initial funding there will probably be many other commercial enterprises such as 
Conlon that would be prepared to lend support". Michael Conlon, Chairman Conlon Construction Ltd, Preston  
 
 
 
"Litfest helps Lancaster to stand out as a cultural base in Lancashire and shows it as a counterpoint to 
the somewhat cultureless newer cities in the vicinity. Any loss of funding for Litfest would surely impact 
on the clearly stated aim of making Lancaster a tourist destination  
in its own right." Paul and Amanda Fisher- Lancaster residents 
 
"The local knowledge, skills and experience of Burnley Youth Theatre staff and volunteers made them 
an excellent partner to work with. BYT have helped to deliver in a professional and cost efficient and 
effective way an educational programme which has reached into every corner of Burnley. I do not 
exaggerate when I say that the £20,000 partnership project developed with BYT has helped RRT to draw 
down £1,000,000 of funding for Burnley. This funding has created jobs, provided opportunities for 
professional training and qualifications for the long term unemployed, generated a renewed sense of 
ownership of our rivers and awareness of their potential as a resource and resulted in real physical 
improvements to the local rivers and riverside access for local communities. The work of BYT has 



12 

 

directly resulted in real economic benefit to Burnley which is expected to have a long lasting effect and 
which has already demonstrated further future investment." Victoria Dewhurst, Community Engagement 
Officer, RRT  
 
"As a close business neighbour I am very aware of the positive impact The Dukes has on the city, its 
people and the farther-reaching community both socially and economically. As a local business I am 
fortunate enough to benefit from the large numbers of theatregoers and actors who frequent the Dukes 
Theatre and not only spend their money in my shop, but also at many other local businesses within the 
city. It is extremely clear that within these times of austerity the positive economic impact places like 
The Dukes provide to the city should not go unrecognised or undervalued" Calvin Machulec, Owner Moorish 
Deli, Lancaster 
 
“Regeneration is the priority for Rossendale Borough Council and Pennine Lancashire as a whole. To 
achieve our aspirations we need to build on our strengths and make the most of our distinctiveness. A 
place making approach is at the heart of our regeneration strategy and the arts have a huge role to 
play in sustaining this approach. Mid Pennine Arts is a key partner and through projects such as the 
Panopticons and Contemporary Heritage they have shown the vision and ambition that we need to 
change the way Lancashire is perceived. Looking forward, we see significant artistic opportunities 
related  to  heritage  and  the  town  centre  environment  and  also  to  sport  and  outdoor  recreation.” Cllr 
Andrew MacNae, Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Leisure and Tourism, Rossendale BC 

"LICA live performances and exhibitions are important elements of the university's and the region's 
cultural output and environment. As part of the economic, educational and cultural landscape of the 
north, and the balancing of the regions that must take place, the proportions need urgent adjustment." 
Marion McClintock 

 

"Our Village Hall is a registered charity therefore we have to work hard to raise money to keep it going 
and the shows from Spot On give us an opportunity to raise funds to purchase things we might need. 
We are very grateful to the Arts Council, Lancashire County Council, and Burnley Borough Council as 
well as others, for giving us the opportunity to watch professional shows in our own village, and to Spot 
On  who’s  support  is  phenomenal. Jean Haycock, Cliviger Village Hall, Burnley 

 
"My (wealthy!) step-brother and his wife come up to Lancaster from Barrowford (East Lancs) frequently 
because the city offers them so much that they do not have at home; the Dukes is one of those things 
that draws in 'outsiders' who have money to spend. It's a vital part of our cultural landscape." Judith 
Coyle 
 
"The publicity for our community cinema and live screenings from the National Theatre and other 
providers by Spot On has brought a new audience to Parbold. It has also brought foreign and London 
productions to the rural community. Our community cinema and live transmissions attracts audiences 
from throughout south Lancashire, with some travelling from further away. We do know that some of 
our regular attendees did first hear  about  us  from  the  ‘Spot  On’  programme  which  is  distributed  
throughout the county." Clare GIllard, Secretary Parbold Community Association- West Lancs district 
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"Just  over  2  years  ago  I  moved  to  Lancaster  to  take  up  a  new  job  opportunity.  I  didn’t  know Lancashire 
well but decided to relocate to Lancaster. One of the main reasons for this choice was The Dukes." Irene 
Wise, Lancaster 
 
“Mid  Pennine  Arts  set  the  tone  for  an  ambitious  cultural  offer  in  Pennine  Lancashire,  by  attracting  
award winning international artists to animate our environment. They have inspired generations of 
children and their families through captivating and playful projects that introduce new audiences to the 
arts. The impact of this sustained drive for high quality culture cannot be underestimated for both 
Pennine Lancashire communities and the local tourism economy." 
 Dr Stephanie Hawke, Curious Minds 

"Through various connections via friends and clients I and my wife have enjoyed many of the 
productions given by The Dukes. As we have to travel from home to Lancaster, there is usually a 
reasonable group of us and we stay overnight, or two nights and this means we are using local hotels, 
pubs and restaurants, all of which benefits your economy." John Lewis, Wrexham. 
 
"The existence of regular LICA concerts at Lancaster was a factor in our choosing to move here. This 
excellent series is a vital part of the cultural life of this small city connecting us to a wide range of 
musical genres from early music to the performance of new works." John Whitehead  

 
 
"Spot On shows keep the pound local. Village halls need the support. Theatre experiences bring new 
people in through the doors. Village and community halls may run entirely without public funding so 
any activity that brings in new people is of benefit. Ticket prices in village halls have an upper limit. 
Small subsidies are essential to maintain this service. Lower subsidies would mean higher prices and 
reduced audiences." Susan Watkinson, Hon. Secretary of Aughton Village Hall -West Lancashire 
 
"Designers, writers, theatre crafts people and arts professionals have chosen to base themselves in the 
area because of the existence of a producing theatre. The existence of artistic enterprise and 
entrepreneurship has wide ranging impacts for other activities - in education (schools, FE and 
Universities), as a resource for business in corporate training and development. The huge range of 
resources, skills, experience and expertise is demonstrated by the businesses that have made use of 
these resources (Target Casting, Performance Link, Lancaster Management School, Voice-Overs UK, 
Medical Role Players UK, Real Results Training, Heysham Power station etc.). The prestige and profile 
the Duke's gives to the County of Lancashire, makes Lancashire a culturally vibrant and healthy place to 
live and do business in. Its inherent value is essential for a healthy and creative society." Peter Rylands for 
and on behalf of the Committee and Members of North Lancahire/Cumbria General Branch of Equity 
 
"If it wasn't for Ludus I wouldn't be the dance artist who I am now. This is evident in the huge amount of 
successful artists today, all who started out at Ludus Dance. If I hadn't had my time with Ludus, there is 
no chance I would be where I am today, an award winning choreographer, producing and touring work 
nationally. They are the only local dance agency, who still offer great training for dance artists. I love 
the North, I want to stay here and keep creating work here. I want to be trained here. I want to inspire 
local people, the less privileged people, I want to be here... where the art is needed most." Ellen Turner, 
Choreographer and dance artist 
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“Look  anywhere  around  the  cultural  scene  in  Pennine  Lancashire  and  you  will  find  seasoned  arts  
professionals who started their career, or developed their skills, or just got a taste for arts work at Mid 
Pennine Arts. Over the years it has nurtured a whole community of creative professionals who now 
enrich  our  cultural  scene.  It’s  a  veritable  talent  factory!”  Freelance arts professional  

"As the owner of a marketing consultancy that serves commercial clients across Europe I made the 
decision some time ago to move to a place I wanted to live. Having grown up around Cumbria and 
Lancashire, Lancaster was an obvious choice of location. It was an obvious choice, because the city itself 
is such a thriving cultural centre. The Dukes lies at the heart of this. The Dukes has played a strong part 
in making us feel at home in a new city community.  Jane Dalton, Lancaster business and resident 
  
"Horse and Bamboo have a wider influence on the adult artists in the valley. They have been 
instrumental in organising an annual  valley  wide  exhibition  of  studios  and  venues  called  ‘Reveal’  giving  
their organisational skills and resources to help the many artists in Rossendale. They have also been 
successful in saving the local museum from closure." Andrew J Holland, resident Rossendale 
 

"Arts in Lancaster are important to the North West because: Art enhances lives, happiness and the well-
being of citizens - part of the Conservative manifesto. With a world class university it can attract 
audiences and international artists. Lancaster also benefits from attracting international artists and 
that also makes it an attractive place to live and work. It is critical to the "branding" of Lancaster. Good 
"branding" of Lancaster, as a location for my business, has been important to attracting a London client 
and could be relevant to attracting others." Malcolm Martin, Lancaster  
 
"Ludus provided the opportunity for me to develop my artistic and business practice within a creative 
and highly renowned company. Ludus has provided the support to make the above work possible, 
offering studio space and hot desking facilities. A large percentage of my freelance employment comes 
through Ludus Dance. Regionally Ludus supports the wider dance and arts ecology. This community 
engagement is necessary to develop the artists of tomorrow.... employment opportunities for artists 
and for economic benefit to the region." Helen Gould- professional dancer 
 
"Mid Pennine Arts is where I started my journey into the arts, community work and creative 
development. Through the help given to me by members of MPA I was given the opportunity to 
experience, explore and develop my creative side to all that I now do for a living. Without them I would 
not have the knowledge and experience that I have today. I regard them as mentors, who have always 
encouraged me to go on further to develop arts work in the North West. I started as a young 
participant on a project working with MPA to now jointly leading Dhamak Beat." Abdul Salek, Artistic 
Director, Dhamak 

"Evenings out with friends are often planned around The Dukes which means eating at a local 
restaurant, drinking at local pubs, even staying at local hotels. The Dukes is a facility I cite to potential 
employees who are debating whether to relocate to Lancaster. Our company used to take advantage of 
corporate hospitality in Ashton Memorial for the plays in the park, they went down an absolute storm 
and our MD used to swear they helped with business relations as much as golf."  
Fiona Graham-Spicer, Lancaster 
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HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

This section looks at responses around the health and well-being impacts of the arts. 

This is defined as the benefits to people's lives in terms of their physical health or psychological well-
being. Well-being is perhaps the most closely linked theme to the intrinsic value of the arts to people's 
lives. This can be described as; the feelings people attribute to being made to think afresh about the 
world, or enjoying a moment of self- reflection, or escape from daily life, a recharging or refresh, a 
spiritual, healing experience, or just making life worth living. In turn these feelings correlate with feeling 
more connected to your community. Responses talk about these general levels of happiness and a sense 
of belonging, raising self-esteem, and especially the benefits to those of retirement age. 

There is a relatively strong base of academic research into the therapeutic benefits of the arts, either in 
a clinical setting or in general daily life.  

At a national level studies show that those who attended a cultural place or event in the last 12 months 
were almost 60% more likely to report good health compared with those who had not. Theatre goers 
were almost 25% more likely to report this positive health.  
 
Engagement in structured arts and culture improves the cognitive abilities of children and young people 
and specific health studies have shown there are measurable impacts on health conditions such as 
dementia, depression and Parkinson's disease.  
 
The use of arts has the power to facilitate social interaction and for reducing loneliness, isolation and 
alleviating anxiety in social care environments. 
 

 

The Responses... 

"My father has Alzheimer's and I have gone on to take him to a workshop specifically designed to help 
motivate and maintain his functioning. This has been very helpful for him and I would like to see More 
Music become involved in this. I noticed how much he deteriorated when the workshops took a break. 
As a carer the time for singing is uplifting and valuable-keeps me going." Morecambe resident 

“We  knew  that  the  Padiham  Greenway  development  would  fail  unless  the  local  community  used  and  
took ownership of the Greenway following its completion. We are delighted by the Mid Pennine Arts 
programme for Padiham. The interest generated with local residents, schools and other groups has 
been  crucial  in  the  success  of  the  project.” Roy Halliday, Programme Officer, Lancashire County Council Environment 
Directorate 
 
"Mathew loved this event. It is difficult to get him out of the house. He has not stopped talking about it. 
Events like this really make a difference to his quality of life and confidence. Mum and dad don't get out 
much, so this event made it a proper family outing. They don't have many. "Lee Watson, Preston resident 
about They Eat Culture event, on behalf of her son Mathew who has Autism and Down's Syndrome 
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"I am good at art. I have a learning disability. When I am at the Dukes I feel excited and amazing. I 
come here because I meet my friends. Before I was shy and nervous but now I am confident. Not 
nervous now. Relaxed and happy." Paul Leach, Lancaster    
 
"Over the last two years we have commissioned Ludus Dance to develop and deliver a range of 
successful projects. These have been of particular benefit to girls, women and people with a disability. 
They can help us achieve our objectives of reaching these target groups. Reducing the numbers of 
inactive girls (11 – 17 years), women (18+) and disabled people (11+) are a priority for Lancashire Sport. 
High quality dance provision can encourage participants, who previously may have been uninspired or 
‘turned  off’  by  other  exercise  classes,  into  a  physical  fitness  activity.  Currently  in  the  county,  55%  of  
women take no part in sport and physical activity, girls are dropping out earlier and in higher numbers, 
and 73% of those with a limiting disability do no sport or physical activity. We believe that developing a 
range of quality dance projects can help participants improve their health, fitness and wellbeing, whilst 
having fun in a safe environment. Dance is a form of exercise that anyone of any age or ability can take 
part  in  and  this,  along  with  Ludus  Dance’s  ethos  that  ‘dance  is  for  everyone’  and  it’s  record  of  
achievement in the field of health and well-being, means that they are an important partner in helping 
us share our vision and understanding of the importance of sport in changing lives."  
Adrian Leather, Chief Executive, Sport England 
 
"In these times of austerity I can understand that tangible things appear to require priority over the arts 
but Horse and Bamboo provide a real service to many groups within Rossendale, especially children of 
all abilities, some with profound disabilities like my nephew, who despite being deaf, found his 
afternoon at the theatre brilliant and proudly took his shadow puppets home to show his dad."  
Andrew J Holland, Rossendale resident 

 
"The staff and volunteers at Age UK Lancashire in Lancaster have been working with The Dukes on our 
'Journeying Together 'pilot project. The project offers inclusive, dementia friendly film screenings and 
workshops. Participants have taken an active part in directing the programme and numbers attending 
have gradually increased throughout the project. The screenings and events are for many an essential 
part of their daily life, allowing them to take part in activities which those of us without dementia take 
for granted and allowing them to feel included in their local community. This has been a ground 
breaking project. Age UK Lancashire is committed to developing dementia friendly communities and 
this joint project has shown what partnership working can achieve." Carol Taylor, Divisional Manager,  
Age UK Lancashire  
 
"My youngest son had been very poorly and was struggling with his mental health as a result. The 
Dukes youth programme, particularly the staff involved seem to have 'seen' him like no one at school 
ever did. He has made friends there that I suspect will be lifelong, he is now hoping for a career in the 
theatre rather than medicine, but whatever path is his, The Dukes Theatre youth programme has shown 
him qualities within himself that he now believes in."  Lancaster resident 
 
"Through abuse and violence, awful divorces, deaths, loss of work and children who grow up and move 
to the other side of the world, it's our friends at More Music who keep us sane and get us through. 
Morecambe resident 
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"Although registered with a physical disability (who uses an electric wheelchair), I have a creative spirit. 
I recently moved to Lancaster to have better access to medical support, city facilities and so that I could 
attend art and literature productions. Prior to moving to Lancaster I lived for twelve years in a rural 
area where access to art was extremely limited and taxi fares very expensive.  The cultural influences 
around myself were narrow in vision and I did not exist in an all-inclusive society. Arts funding now (and 
in the future) is necessary - in order to assist in the evolvement of an all-inclusive society that can 
question, balance, and create broader visions for the future. Anonymous, Lancaster 
 
“Mid  Pennine  Arts  programme  in  Padiham  was  by  far  the  best  Sustrans  Connect2  event  in  the  North  
West. No, my Director tells me not just the North West but the whole of the UK. Over 18 months the 
Burnley-Padiham  project  has  increasingly  understood  that  connecting  communities  isn’t  just  about  the  
physical changes but is also about the emotional and psychological responses we are building in the 
communities  along  the  route.    MPA’s  programme  was  both  community  led  and  community  focussed  
and is a shining example of best practice." Dave Stevens, Sustrans Community Coordinator, North of England 
 
"We have a long standing partnership with Dukes and DT3.This opportunity has a massive impact on 
our pupils with a range of sensory, physical and cognitive difficulties. There is a tangible increase in our 
young  people’s  confidence  and  self-esteem. Their work culminates in live performances to a paying 
public; not only does this serve to showcase the quality of their work but it also serves to demonstrate 
the  diversity  of  our  city  and  county.  Our  young  people’s  achievements  are  celebrated  and  supported;  
whether this is young person with severe autism who is able to tolerate the proximity of others or a 
young person with communication difficulties who suddenly finds the confidence to perform to others in 
an audible way. Similarly, staff at The Dukes, often uncover latent talents in our students – some of 
whom have continued to participate in performing arts since leaving this school."  
Barbara Bradbury, Deputy Headteacher, The Loyne Specialist School, Lancaster 
 
"It was a very successful event, had all sorts of ages getting involved. One lady with quite serious 
mental health issues dropped in and actually ended up rounding up more participants. But best of all 
was the response from the two girls from Safelink that helped run it. It really empowered them in terms 
of confidence and enthusiasm they were literally bouncing around after it. It was a massive success on a 
personal level for these girls and a real springboard for their development in the future" 
Maggie Singleton & Elly Magowen, Foxton Center, They Eat Culture, Preston  
 
"As  one  of  the  older  people,  now  in  my  late  60’s,  who  attend  Ludus  classes  on  a  regular  basis  I  am  
writing in support of Ludus Dance without whom the quality of my life would have been much 
poorer.Ludus has a very positive attitude to older dancers. People will always want to dance and it is 
essential that there is somewhere we can go, other than the local nightclub or traditional dance school. 
We’re  never  going  to  dance  like  Darcy  Bussell  or  Beyonce  but  sometimes  in  our  minds  and  on  a  Monday  
night at Ludus we do!  Isn’t  that  important?  I  really  have  no  idea  what  I  would  do  if  the  operation  of  
classes were curtailed. It is unique and it would be a disaster for Lancaster and Lancashire" Christine E 
Bissell - Lancaster resident 
 

 

 

"I became a volunteer at Horse and Bamboo in Waterfoot. I have worked in education and private day 
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nurseries for over 15 years but due to health reasons I had stopped working and found that I knew little 
of my community.  Being part of the Boo team has done wonders for my self-esteem and I feel that I 
have become a valued part of the team. I have been able to meet new people and make new friends 
and it has been a wonderful way of getting to know the local community." Sheila Whitaker- resident and 
volunteer, Rossendale  

"It is great to get people away from the telly and to have their senses awakened by live theatre, 
Children are particularly captivated by theatre and become transfixed and will talk about the 
performances for some time after. It's good  for  peoples’  mental  health  to  get  out  to  events  “ Angie 
Greenhill, promoter,  Downham- Ribble Valley 
 
"Our daughter has Down syndrome and learning needs. She needs the sort of environment which the 
Dukes can provide, including a qualified and experienced staff who can encourage her to become more 
self-assured, outgoing and confident. These opportunities do not exist elsewhere is Lancaster."  
Geoff and Bethan Hiscox, Lancaster   

 
“If  it  wasn’t  for  them  I  don’t  think  I’d  be  the  person  I  am  now.  Without  it  I  wouldn’t  be in a very good 
place  really”- about More Music. Morecambe resident 
 
"Burney Youth Theatre changed my life. It has rounded me and made me very, very happy." 
 J Harling, Burnley 
 
"It is as an occupational therapist with this experience from the people I work with that I have a positive 
personal knowledge of the service that the Dukes Arts Project at Parkwood provided to this client 
group.  I  was  able  to  observe  the  ‘stirring  of  the  senses’  that  music  and  art  brings  into  an  acute  in  
patient environment. I can remember how it made the patients feel. The  group  was  ‘buzzing’"  
Natasha Britton, Occupational Therapist, Restart & Recovery, Parkwood Blackpool   
 
"Ludus has run several highly successful workshops at our premises. This ability to respond to the needs 
of our clients by offering an outreach service has been invaluable. After the sessions the clients were 
energized  and  focused.  One  client  said  “now  I  know why you want us to do activities – I  feel  great!”  The  
ability to offer clients the experience of activities such as dance adds another dimension. The self-
esteem and confidence of clients is improved and they are more likely to engage with staff at the centre 
and to initiate change." Hilary Wellgate, Training Coordinator, Lancaster District Homeless Action Service 
 
"My sons speech was a bit behind and it's come on leaps and bounds since coming to this group" 
Morecambe resident- about More Music 
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SOCIETY 

This section looks at responses around the societal impacts of the arts. 

This is defined as such things as; increased access by marginalised and disadvantaged communities, 
increasing volunteering, reducing social exclusion and feelings of isolation, increasing social mobility, 
encouraging community cohesion, citizenship and contributing to reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour. 

In a More Music survey, undertaken with their users in 2013, over a quarter of those who responded 
were from places in the 20% most deprived areas, nationally, indicating the reach to socially and 
economically disadvantaged groups who would not have the opportunity or inclination to engage in 
the arts. 89% of respondents agreed that 'it made them feel more connected to their community'. 

An Impact Assessment survey undertaken in 2012 for Horse and Bamboo into their work captured the 
impact, reach and experiences of families, partner organisations and funders. It indicated that Horse 
and Bamboo is increasing participation from families who would not normally access the arts and 
especially from the most deprived wards in Rossendale with 38 of the 55 families surveyed from these 
localities. Families reported that they were actively using the skills gained in their activities in the home 
or in school. Five of the six partner organisations involved reported they were aware of the positive 
changes for the children they work with. 

At a national level studies show that high school students who engage in the arts are twice as likely to 
volunteer, than  those  who  don’t  and  as  young  adults  are  20%  more  likely  to  vote.  Employability  of  
students studying the arts is higher and they are more likely to stay in employment. Such students are 
also more likely than average to be involved in, and influential in, their local communities. There is 
strong evidence that participation in the arts contributes to community cohesion, reduces feelings of 
exclusion and isolation and makes communities feel safer and stronger and reduces the propensity for 
crime. 

 

The Responses... 

"It engaged me. I now want to do something rather than nothing "Anonymous- about They Eat Culture event 

"We have been putting on Spot On events at the Memorial Hall in Borwick & Priest Hutton for 
approaching ten years now. Staging arts events helps to bring people together, as volunteers to make it 
happen. People who would not otherwise get out much are connected to a wider world without having 
to travel long distances. These events bring a rich range of experiences that would be out of reach for 
small rural communities. Our Spot On events have helped to foster a sense of community and a feeling 
of vibrancy and real pride. Our villages have become well known in the area for having a vibrant social 
life - Spot On has been a vital part of this. For me, as a promoter, the real joy of Spot On is the feeling of 
pure delight at seeing and hearing and meeting world class performers in the intimate environment of 
our own village hall - priceless." Keith Brady, Chairman, Borwick & Priest Hutton Sports & Social Committee- Lancaster 
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Burnley & Pendle Faith Centre works closely with Burnley Youth Theatre to provide a focus for the 
educational, spiritual, moral and personal development of young people across this part of Lancashire 
and beyond. In partnership, we have delivered a number of community cohesion initiatives that have 
had a positive impact on the participants. The projects have targeted challenging young people as well 
as explored challenging subjects. All the projects we have worked on have been delivered with 
professionalism and young people at the heart of delivery. Burnley Youth Theatre plays a pivotal role in 
promoting inclusion and community relations in Burnley and the wider areas. They have been 
instrumental in providing leadership to increase personal growth in a welcoming space and allowed for 
the celebration of the rich diversity of our young people and communities. They are a key partner in the 
town that complements our work and that of other organisations. An asset for the town and a pleasure 
to work with. Burnley and Pendle Faith Centre 

"In-Situ is engaged with projects working mostly with the local communities. I've observed In-Situ to be 
performing the most pertinent functions of art; engaging with local communities, addressing their 
problems and finding creative solutions to them. Communities become more productive, economically 
independent and efficient and viable once their basic problems are heard and addressed. Local 
communities have found a positive voice." Risham Hosain Syed, School of Visual Art & Design, Beaconhouse 
National University, Lahore 
 
“Spot  On  provide  great  social  activities  that  pull  in  people  of  all  ages  and  denominations”   
Tim Steele, Euxton Parish Community Centre, Chorley District 

"Our work is to support children, young people, adults and families living within the local community, 
especially those facing complex issues and barriers. We have worked on a number of projects with 
Ludus Dance who have delivered a range of amazing street dance projects, particularly hard to reach 
young people from disadvantaged communities. They have delivered a range of innovative 
programmes to help young people develop their skills, confidence levels and their general health and 
wellbeing. The street dance for vulnerable young people worked with those on safeguard registers and 
or on intensive supervising orders. The space Ludus offer is inclusive, neutral and welcoming and our 
young people thoroughly enjoyed the experience. On exit from this work, some young people continued 
to attend weekly." Yakub Patel, Marsh Community Centre Manager, Lancaster 
 
“It brings our community together for a social evening, generating new friendships. Tonight has been 
an extremely fun-filled entertaining one where everyone has thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 'got 
involved'.  Audience, Euxton,  Chorley district  

"Burnley Youth Theatre are adding enormously to the community cohesion agenda in Burnley. I am 
always impressed by the fact they do not shy away from tackling difficult issues, in a very skilled way. 
They continue to create opportunities where young people from all backgrounds and cultures, can 
explore in creative ways, issues that affect them, coming to a better understanding of the 'other'. 
Bea Foster, retired youth and community worker, LCC 
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"I wish to mention the story of Tom who without Ludus, wouldn't be where he is today. In 2011, as 
Lancaster Dance Officer, we received funds from the Lancashire Drug and Alcohol Action Team to run a 
project with Lancaster Farms (a category C young offender's prison).The impact on the participants and 
the prison was beyond what we imagined. One particular outcome which is very much worth detailing 
is the Tom's journey. He has since left prison and is working with the Fallen Angels Company in 
Liverpool on a regular basis. He has also recently auditioned for Matthew Bourne's Lord of the Flies 
project and, out of 300 auditionees, got down to the last 60." Helen Gould 
 
"Awesome, would love to be involved in a similar way with anything like this again !The Brothers Grimm 
event was received incredibly well, and with an attendance of 115 it drew at least 3 times as many 
people that a similar event would have done if organised by the library alone." -  
Tom  Brown,  Library  manager,  Preston  about  'Grimm’s Fairytales' by Wooden Spoons Theatre, Preston, They Eat Culture 
 
"If to know a poem by heart is to slow down to the heart's time, then to spend time at a story telling or 
reading is to feel the heartbeat of community and history. The events provided by LitFest provide 
accessible and enjoyable opportunities. In short - it improves the quality of our lives and is one of the 
reasons we enjoy living and working in Lancaster". Dr Ian Bailey- Lancaster 
 
"Without events like these, rural communities will be deprived of entertaining, engaging art!  
We deserve this." Audience member, Tosside, Ribble Valley 
 
"We are a rural community with a lot of people over 65. It is important that they can come to a local 
venue for good quality entertainment. Everything we have had from Spot On has been brilliant, good 
quality and has delivered what we have advertised. We have only been in this venue for 12 months and 
having  the  “Spot  On  “events  has  put  us  on  “the  map”.  The  financial  support  given  has  made  it  possible  
to bring events to our  local  community,  and  for  people  to  meet  up  socially”.   Sandy Burscough Arts Centre, 
West Lancashire  

"I experience the arts in terms of pleasure - the joy of viewing or participating in creative acts. They are 
an important component of quality of life. For my daughter, who dances at Ludus, dancing is about 
friendship, belonging, fun and fitness. She is lucky that I can pay for her classes, but what of those 
children who don't have that advantage? Sue Holden, Lancaster 
 
"Everyone who has attended the events has enjoyed themselves. Just to watch kids see live 
performances in their local village hall cannot be beat; they are mesmerised. You can keep all your box 
office hit films, cola and popcorn at ridiculously expensive prices.  Give me a show at the village hall any 
day; ease of access, lots of friendly faces and affordable prices along with free parking." Margaret Kearns, 
Secretary, New Longton Village Hall, South Ribble district 
 
"The Rainhall Centre has been working with Spot On since 2007 to develop the theatre side of our 
centre for diverse groups in the community in West Craven and Barnoldswick and has helped to 
strengthen community cohesion." Ann Whittaker, Centre Manager, Rainhall Centre, Barnoldswick, Pendle 
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"A nice mix of ethnicities attended, including the Pakistani, Bangladeshi and BlackAfrican/Caribbean 
community. People travelled from as far as Blackburn & Burnley to visit the Harris and participate in the 
workshop. Many participants who attended were first time visitors to the Harris." About a They Eat Culture 
event in Preston, Aimee Wilson, The Love & Etiquette Foundation  
 
"The night time economy in the region for anyone over the age of 45 is extremely limited. In Lancaster 
the choices are grim; a large number of pubs and clubs cater for the young/student population but few 
are comfortable places for others. The Dukes is an essential social resource that offers interesting 
programmes. Lancaster would be a less attractive place to live in without the Dukes." Kusminder Chahal 
and Corinne May-Chahal, Lancaster 
 
“I  enjoy  watching  people's  talent  and  it  gives  community  spirit  in  such  a  local  location- we need to keep 
this type of entertainment going- it  does  people  good.”  Audience member. Samlesbury, South Ribble 
 
"Since my daughter was 8 weeks old we have attended classes on a weekly basis - babies and mini 
movers. These classes have been a brilliant way in which to introduce my little girl to music, dance and 
singing. She and I have both gained confidence through the classes and while on a budget due to 
maternity leave they are affordable. We have met other parents and children through the classes and 
feel like they bring many members of the community together - people you may not associate with 
otherwise due to work etc taking up so much time". Liz Housley-Smith- Lancaster 
 
"For several years now the village of Croston in Chorley has been privileged to host regular 
performances by artists not usually found in these backwaters. We have had everyone from storytellers 
to Arcadian step-dancing musicians entertain us, and this has been of particular importance to the 
elderly who are unable to travel out of the village. These events were made possible by your team at 
"Spot On." It is very important that our rural communities, whose residents often pay proportionally 
higher taxes, can see some benefit in the way of rural arts funding" Stephen Parkinson, Trustee, Croston old 
School, Chorley 
 
"Waterfoot Forward, the local residents group, use the facility at the Horse and Bamboo and have done 
so for a good few years. The theatre company are very supportive of the community and frequently let 
us use the faculties for free. They are an active and dynamic part of the community and they also 
support the of the local economic community by spending on materials locally." Chris Smith, Member of 
Waterfoot Forward -Rossendale district 
 
"English Heritage is delighted that Mid Pennine Arts continues to initiate projects that draw inspiration 
from the remarkable historic and industrial legacy of Pennine Lancashire. Arts projects have the ability 
to shed new light on the past and engage people in both heritage and art. The Contemporary Heritage 
strand of MPA's strategy provides the opportunity to build on past successes in this field, while the 
establishment of MPA's new home in the Weavers' Triangle places the organisation at the heart of 
what was one of the most significant textile manufacturing locations in the world." About Burnley Weaver's 
Triangle Project, Henry Owen-John, NW Regional Director, English Heritage  
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"Spot On is so valuable to the area I live in, Bolton-by-Bowland. Although not the 'Back of Beyond' is still 
a good hours traveling time to most major venues for entertainment. It is invaluable mixing all 
generations together and makes the entertainment affordable to the venues and to the audiences 
making it possible for more people to attend and be able to benefit socially." Mrs. Adele McCally, Ribble 
Valley 
 
"One of the special memories I have was when Burnley Youth Theatre (BYT) did a project with young 
people from the Youth Offending Team. On day one the participants were – shall we say - ‘reluctant’  to  
be  involved,  and  couldn’t  see  why  they  were  there,  and  what they would get out of it. However three 
weeks later, with all young people having attended every day (something their youth worker said was 
unheard of) they had created a film which explored the impacts of crime, and were able to premiere it 
at the local cinema. One of the participants remarked to me at the film screening that it was the best 
day of her life, and that she had never done anything before to make her parents proud. What was even 
more rewarding for me was to see her return to BYT the next term as a participant in the regular 
activity  programme  because  she’d  had  such  a  good  time,  and  felt  it  was  one  place  she  could  be  herself  
and  not  be  judged,  where  she  was  made  to  feel  welcome,  and  where  she  wasn’t  instantly  labelled  as  a  
trouble-maker." Gareth Davies, Burnley resident  
 
"A chance for any citizen of Preston to voice their thoughts and ideas." Tass Cotton- about a  
They Eat Culture event 
 
“Local  theatre,  delivered  through  Spot  On  means  less  travelling.  Venues  are  smaller,  more  
interesting/intimate.  We  like  to  support  local  activities,  as  it  maintains  village  connection”  
Audience member, Aughton, West Lancashire 

"We have delivered projects together with In Situ and the team has a diverse range of skills that 
compliment and benefit any community project. Organisations like In-Situ are sometimes seen as 'nice 
to have' but I feel they are crucial to the infrastructure of any community because they bring that 
creative side and enable people to see things from a different viewpoint." Lynne Blackburn, Participation 
Works, Director & Project Manager, Pendle district 
 
"Arkholme is 15 miles from the nearest theatres so giving local people the opportunity to 
see professional arts events on their doorstep at an affordable price is very much appreciated. They are 
also great community events, bringing local people together with neighbours from other Lune Valley 
villages. Money made from the bar and raffles brings in additional revenue to the village hall. Liz Hartley -
Lancaster district 
 
"The work In-Situ has done in and around the community of Pendle has hugely increased the 
communities' awareness and appreciation of art, and the role it can play in bringing communities 
together. In-Situ has highlighted the local tradition and heritage of Pendle, something that has been 
lost throughout the generations and presented it in a contemporary manner. This is particularly the 
case in Pendle, due to its multi-cultural demographics there are a huge amount of young people, 
particularly from a south Asian background that have not had any exposure to local heritage. The work 
In-Situ has done has enabled many young people to have access to Pendle's heritage and could be the 
focal point in bringing about long lasting significant change in the most deprived communities." W.Bhatti 
, resident and YPS worker- Pendle district 
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"It is a wonderful amenity for people living in rural communities. I have come from South Cumbria for 
tonight's performance as I know the standard will be very high. I very much appreciate the 
opportunities that LICA provides for access to the arts" Christine Siddle  
 
"Working in Brierfield would be dull and boring without the input of In-Situ. 
They contribute to our work with residents and young people bringing innovative and creative ways to 
help us engage with them. The arts help break down barriers and encourage people to come together, 
which leads to some very positive outcomes for community cohesion, ASB and mental health and many 
more." Lynne Mitchell- Resident & Community worker- Pendle district 
 
"U3A supports those in the older age groups no longer in full-time work to broaden their range of 
activities, leisure and educational pursuits, to keep them active and engaged with the social and 
cultural life of their community. The Dukes plays a key role in the U3A programme. Not only does it host 
the monthly meetings, but it also provides a theatre programme visited by the U3A theatre group. The 
Dukes is also an important meeting place for local people, of all ages. This is particularly important for 
those  in  the  older  age  groups,  many  of  whom  no  longer  feel  safe  or  comfortable  in  the  city’s  pubs  and  
clubs." Jill Bartram, Secretary of Lancaster and Morecambe U3A 
 
"Horse and Bamboo Theatre is our only creative arts centre in Rossendale. The team that run in it go 
into schools and work with children, they put on festivals each year, storytelling and dancing, mask 
making to name but a few. The shows come from puppeteers and the small companies from all over the 
world. It’s amazing we have such a fantastic place for the children (and adults) in Rossendale. Our area 
has a lot of poverty, these shows are relatively cheap to access for all sorts of families from all kinds of 
backgrounds." Corinne Delargy- Rossendale resident 

"Burnley  Youth  Theatre  has  made  a  massive  impact  on  so  many  young  people’s  lives  giving  them  
confidence to be who they are, to become happy in their skin.  Alongside this BYT has contributed to 
significant change on a community town level with their valuable work around prejudice, 
discrimination, justice and equality. BYT has never stayed away from tackling difficult issues."   
Bea Foster, Youth Work, and councillor.   
 
"The Boo venue and the Horse & Bamboo Company’s importance to the local community is huge. Arts 
experiences enrich us all by offering us something different, the opportunity to see and hear anew 
(sometimes touch and smell too), and open us up to different possibilities. Shows at the Boo speak to 
our emotions and help children learn about things like greed and power for example, whilst having a 
great time.  Such experiences are even more important in these depressed and difficult times when joy 
and inspiration can be hard to find.  Situated in Waterfoot, a deprived pocket of a larger deprived area, 
the Boo and its team offer unique creative experiences to the community." Dee Lynch, resident Rossendale 

“The  work  of  Burnley  Youth  Theatre  will  have  such  a  long-lasting impact on the local area. Not only do 
children benefit from an environment that gives them opportunities to express themselves, but society 
profits from a younger generation who have a supportive place to go, a growing sense of community, 
and  an  understanding  that  this  can  lead  to  bright  careers  in  the  future.” Anthony Duerden, Calico  Housing 
Group Chief Executive  
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"In Situ has provided a great sounding board for a culture that is in the heart of East Lancs, i.e. northern 
soul. This  music  was  born  out  of  northern  towns  in  the  60’s,  mill  towns  such  as  Brierfield,  Nelson,  Colne 
and Burnley. It has a major association with our proud textile heritage. What in- situ has done is to 
strongly enhance that by introducing this culture to the younger generation. Organisation such as yours 
are invaluable to the local community, bringing together people from different cultures and providing a 
common ground." Bernard Cox, Local resident, Secretary of The Twisted Wheel and Real Fab 4 Appreciation Society, 
Pendle district 
 
"Local theatre in village and community halls is safe for the more vulnerable or less agile members of 
the community - children, single, older or disabled people. It offers an evening out in familiar 
surroundings, with friendly faces, an unthreatening experience without having to take public transport 
or walk through dark city centres or find expensive car parking spaces. In fact, local theatre has 
environmental benefits as it reduces travel times in private cars." Susan Watkinson, Secretary, Aughton Village 
Hall, West Lancs district 
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EDUCATION 

This section looks at responses around the educational impacts of the arts.  

These include examples of the arts helping raising educational attainment, extending the school, 
educational core curriculum, socio-cognitive development and providing pathways into employment or 
career progression. 

At a national level studies show that taking part in the arts increases cognitive skills, in drama improves 
literacy, and in music improves maths, early literacy and language. Students from low income families 
taking part in the arts are three times more likely to get a degree than those who do not. Studies 
undertaken with schools in the US showed that integrating the arts in the curriculum resulted in higher 
reading and maths scores. 

 

The Responses... 

"There is much talk of Inclusion - much of which only pays lip service to the concept; however, in my 30 
plus years of involvement in Music Education I have never witnessed a performance that successfully 
combined so wide a range of genres, abilities and challenges." About More Music performance of Frontierland, 
Ian Gray – Senior Leader – Lancashire Music Service 
 
"Provided an excellent opportunity for our students to be involved in socially responsible forms of 
design practice...and to actively engage with disadvantaged communities." Senior Lecturer, Interior 
Design, UCLAN about a They Eat Culutre event 
 
"We have funded Mid Pennine Arts through our Start programme for the past three years and have 
found them to be excellent partners who have achieved great things with children from deprived areas 
of  Burnley.” Jeremy  Newton,  Chief  Executive,  The  Prince’s  Foundation  for  Children  and  the  Arts 
 
"I completed a two year training programme with The Dukes which led to me running my own youth 
arts organisation at the age of 19. They gave me the confidence to apply for jobs and the platform to be 
a professional artist." Shona Thompson 
 
"Ludus supports many of our 3rd year students to shadow the working practice of their freelance dance 
team. Being able to send our students to observe practice from a well-respected resource is paramount 
in raising teaching standards for our prospective dance artists. Supporting and developing 
employability is a very important part of our role at UCLan and students gaining initial supported paid 
work  opportunities  through  Ludus’  ‘Shake  Up’  Scheme  is  an  excellent  way  for  them  to  engage  with  the  
world of work prior to graduation. This project provides a springboard for dance artists developing 
connections  with  Ludus.  We’re  thrilled  about the partnership developing with Preston Youth Dance 
Company also with two of our students working as apprentices with the company and one of our 
graduates sitting on their youth board." Lucy Nicholson (Course Leader) and Ruth Spencer (Curriculum lead for 
education & community) UCLAN, Preston 
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"In Situ enabled students to engage with digital media and its use in the commercial sector. Since, as a 
school, we do not have iPads, nor the expertise in using the programme used, it would have been 
impossible to provide this experience otherwise. Since this experience, these students have become 
much more switched on to learning using other media. Since many of our students come from 
economically deprived backgrounds it is vital that they are allowed to see opportunities beyond their 
current experience for both emotional and economic reasons." Helen J Walton, Head of Art, Marsden Heights 
Community College, Pendle district 
 
“There  has  been  a  real  impact  from  working  with  Mid  Pennine  Arts  especially  with  the  children’s  
writing. They have become much more animated in their approach and willing to take risks when 
writing stories and poems. Their self-esteem has  risen  three  fold.” Headteacher, Sabden Primary 
 
"Beaumont College has an excellent relationship with The Dukes. The learners at Beaumont College 
have complex communication difficulties and often find having genuine community involvement 
problematic. DT3 hosts a pioneering theatre company made up of learners with complex physical and 
learning difficulties.  This  was  recently  graded  by  Ofsted  as  ‘outstanding’.  It  is  highly  unusual  for  this  
sector of the community to have the creative choices, autonomy and prestige attached to this kind of a 
project." Jilly Sumsion, Beaumont College  
 
"When my daughter Emmie showed a passion for dance we discovered Ludus when we moved up north. 
We struggled to afford ballet and contemporary lessons at a dance school. She performed all over the 
country and worked with amazing choreographers. We felt very lucky to have an organisation such as 
Ludus in Lancashire. Without it [Ludus Dance] I don't think Emmie would now be training to be a dancer 
and also teaching others. Ludus gives young people like Emmie the opportunity to stand alongside 
people who have had dance lessons all their life and gives them the skills to compete for places at the 
top dance schools in the country. But Ludus is much more than that, it touches many people in 
Lancashire and shows them how dance can enrich their lives." Annie Coxey, parent 
 
“We have been delighted at the manner in which Mid Pennine Arts work has supported the 
development of more creative subjects. The positive impact on the school has been substantial, 
sustained  and  extended  across  the  curriculum.” Lukman Ahmed, Vice Principal,  Tauheedul  Islam  Girls’  High  School  
& Sixth Form College 
 
"I believe so wholeheartedly in the ability of the youth theatre to change lives, because it quite literally 
changed my life. As a young person growing up on a council estate in the South East, I was fortunate 
enough  to  be  close  to  Greenwich  Young  People’s  Theatre.  They  engaged  me,  helped  me  safely  try  on  
different versions of myself and decide what I wanted to be. That set me on a path which has resulted in 
a lifelong career in the arts. I could easily  have  chosen  a  less  positive  direction,  and  I’m  very  clear  that  
it’s  good  quality  youth  theatre  that  made  the  difference.’  Kelly Allen, BYT Trustee, It’s  my  second  home   
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"My time at The Boo has been filled with, magic! I can't help myself but keep going back for more. The 
first time I volunteered at The Horse and Bamboo Theatre, was to help out in the studio. There I 
discovered a hidden treasure trove of past work that the theatre had created and found the want to 
create my own puppet show through this. It was great to go in and just talk about ideas 
mainly...developing my practice as an artist in puppet making which is something that I continue to do 
now. I look forward to getting to a point where I am confident in producing my own show. From the 
studio I moved on to do stewarding and cafe work for the theatre on a volunteer basis." Rossendale 
resident 

 
"When I graduated in 2010 with a degree in dance I had little idea of what I was going to do with it. I 
didn't have the skills or experience to deliver dance but Ludus provided me the opportunity. After taking 
part in the 'Step Ahead' training course, I felt so much more confident in my abilities. This experience 
will bolster my CV and open doors to more paid opportunities to perform. Ludus Dance has been 
invaluable to me during my time as an emerging artist. They have given me the support I need to begin 
to establish myself here in the North West. Without Ludus, I would have most certainly left the area to 
seek the support I needed." Louise Gibbons 
 
"As a youngster of the community in Pendle I have always been searching for ways to do something 
with or for the youth in our community. Going to Houston with In Situ gave me the confidence and 
showed me a whole different angle of ideas and ways to help the youth in our community, the whole 
experience itself was a once in a lifetime chance. The fact that we are getting trained by well-known 
northern soul dancers, makes it awesome, we competed in Blackpool in 2012 at a northern soul dance 
competition." Aamir Waris, Young Person - local resident, Pendle 
 
"Ludus  Dance  has  been  an  extremely  important  part  of  my  son’s  development  in  dance,  and  as  a  result  - 
is now studying dance at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance in Leeds. He first came to Ludus 
as a Year 9 student. The lessons gave him confidence and as a dancer he began to grow, this in turn - 
boosted his confidence at school and he became more focussed with the rest of the subjects he was 
studying. The lesson costs at Ludus are very reasonable compared to other dance schools, which made 
attending Ludus  more  achievable.  As  my  son’s  dance  skills  developed,  he  auditioned  for  the  Ludus  youth  
contemporary dance company which gave him a high standard of training. Ludus were able provide 
support to his application to the NSCD and the fact that he was able to include Ludus Dance experience 
and training on his application was extremely beneficial. Joanne Heyes, Lancaster resident and parent 
 
"My children are aged 7 and 4 and their lives have been enriched by our trips to Boo. We have never 
been disappointed. The productions are always beautiful, imaginative and professional. My children - 
usually found bouncing off the walls - will sit enchanted for the length of the show and talk about it all 
the way home. We attended a production called Boing over the Christmas period and it has inspired my 
son to be a dancer. My daughter can often be found making paper puppets and she devises her own 
stories. The Boo offers quality educational entertainment." Nichola Cortese- Rossendale resident 
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"Of great importance to Christ Church is the value The Dukes places on young people. We regularly 
work with the Creative Learning Team; they are highly talented, experts in their field and committed to 
reaching out to young people as well as to meeting their needs through inclusion. They provide 
excellent customised workshops which greatly enhance areas of our curriculum for children of all ages 
from four to eleven. The impact on pupils, their enjoyment, engagement and learning has been 
extremely positive." Lesley Brookbanks, Christ Church Primary School 
 
"When asked about what the pupils felt about the day, they commented that they had learn't new 
dance skills, knew how to identify colours from objects, not just paints, understood what recycling was, 
learnt skills and understood collaboration and teamwork, felt more confident, that they could 
contribute and think, were given responsibility, had fun, more freedom, were challenged and that they 
made new friends. 'It made me brave.. I made new friends' Rhys Smith 7L1 'It showed me responsibility. 
It gave me more ideas to be creative. It made me feel more organised' Leah Bridge 7L2. I fully support 
the use of external practitioners in our schools and believe this is a valued way to drive education 
forward. It allows them to associate education with the outside world and brings a relevance to what 
they do inside school." Brian Duffy, Assistant Headteacher & Teacher of Science. Harper Green School, Bolton 

"I dragged a reluctant and morose teenager to see Shakespeare's Taming of the Shrew. She said didn't 
'get' Shakespeare at all, wasn't interested and claimed she was not going to understand a word. Oh my, 
that teenager was so switched on by that amazing performance, she went on to do English A level, read 
English and Geography at University and is now English literature co-ordinator at the school where she 
teaches. Locally accessible arts, theatre, film all that go with it enrich our lives. It's not just a theatre it 
is part of the local community. It's where we go for a treat, to be removed from all that is ordinary for 
just a short while, for our spirits to be lifted and our children's imaginations stimulated. It is a wonderful 
place." Lynne Levey, Morecambe  
 
“We  had  a  fantastic  day  with  Mid  Pennine  Arts  at  Helmshore  Mill.  Confidence-building, teamwork 
strengthening, developing dramatic skills and great historical content. The children all thoroughly 
enjoyed their day and some great literacy skills were developed. Lovely to see some of our shy children 
coming  out  of  their  shells.” Teacher, Park Primary School, Colne 
 
"My daughter Evie is loving it. She is not the most confident of girls but in the short time that she has 
been working with Ludus I have seen a massive difference in her confidence and self-belief. In addition 
the program teaches many other skills that will be invaluable to all the young people in their future 
careers.  It’s  been  a  great  way  to  challenge  them  and  given  them  new  skills  for  life.  It’s  difficult  as  a  
parent to afford all the opportunities that we want for our children especially when like me you have 3 
girls who all want to dance. It gets very expensive and without organisations like yourselves that keep 
costs low and provide amazing experiences"  
Mrs C Pendlebury, Bolton 
 
"Horse & Bamboo’s  work  is  important  for  the  children  in  the  area  – and in our case, even out of the area 
as  we  live  near  Holmfirth.  Hardly  local,  but  when  our  two  kids  were  younger  we’d  drive  over  specially  for  
your beautiful performances. Most of all, children are inspired by what you do. Our son Owen – who by 
his  own  admission  has  never  been  particularly  interested  in  ‘arts  &  crafts’  – was  always  keen  to  ‘have  a  
go’.  This  also  applied  to  adults:  we’ve  brought  Grannie  over  from  Stockport  on  two  occasions – even less 
local." Mark Warwicker. Holmfirth 



30 

 

" I grew up in Preston but travelled regularly to Lancaster to participate in the youth company Ludus 
offered, which is for gifted individuals and an opportunity like no other to dance, perform, create and be 
among others with the same passion as myself. I could meet and network with other like-minded 
people and eventually aided my pursuing of a professional dancing career. I would not be the dancer I 
am today if it wasn't for the opportunities I had been given through Ludus dance. Lancashire needs its 
dance centre, there are so many passionate and creative people there and they need somewhere where 
they can express and share their skills with others." Jenny Reeves 
 
"The Dukes offers a space for two weeks each year of public performance which forms a major part of 
the final examination for our Honours Drama course of the University of Cumbria campus here in 
Lancaster. Such an opportunity is a great initial attraction to would be students, provides powerful 
motivation for success during the course and provides valuable, transferable skills for employment in 
the arts, business and public service." Jan Ashcroft M.A., Course Leader for Drama, University of Cumbria, Lancaster, 
LA1 3JD 
 
“More  Music  inspired  my  song  writing,  the  drive  to  do  something  that  I  want  to  do,  pursuing  my  dream,  
excelling and becoming better and better as time goes on" Morecambe resident 
 
“Working  with  Mid  Pennine  Arts  and  using  the  arts  extensively  means  that  we  have  well  rounded  
children  who  are  free  in  their  speech  and  less  inhibited  than  many  of  their  peers…  Things  like  this  give 
them the freedom to express themselves without the fear of criticism or failure.  Children shine, who 
don’t  shine  at  other  things.” Headteacher, Trawden Primary 
 
"It is vital for a city such as Lancaster to have a theatre as a key provider of its cultural provision.  
Lancaster’s  reputation  as  a  destination  city  is  growing  and  with  the  increasing  international  reputation  
of its University and other educational institution. Its cultural provision is going to play a key role in 
attracting staff, students (now from all over the world) and other younger people to the region. If 
Lancaster has serious intentions of being a destination city, of retaining people of talent when they 
leave University, then the city has to be able to make a cultural offering that will entice people to come 
and stay at Lancaster – and The Dukes has a key role to play in this respect. As a youngster The Dukes 
was an extraordinarily influential institution." Andrew Quick, Lancaster University 
 
"People ask me, "Did you always want to be an actor?"  It's a cliché but my answer is yes, yes I did. And 
it was the people at Burnley Youth Theatre who did all of nurture, teach, encourage and inspire me 
towards that vocation. But the fact that I've worked professionally as an actor is neither here nor there. 
B The lessons BYT taught me have impacted on all aspects on my life and would've affected whichever 
career I decided to take on. Because BYT was a place of fun and colour, but also of discipline and 
inspiration. It was a hobby, yes. But at BYT, you always felt like you were learning. I look back and I 
realise I was taught punctuality, manners, empathy all at BYT. There was never a time when I wasn't 
supported and encouraged." Tom Pickles, professional actor 
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"Taywood Nursery School is in South West Burnley. This is in the lowest 5% of deprivation; in the 2010 
Index  of  Multiple  Deprivation  the  nursery’s  ward is identified as being in the lowest 0.75%.  Approximately 
80% of our children live in E or E* wards. Children who enter our nursery school do so with low levels of 
self-confidence and self-awareness, speaking and understanding. Without access to significant 
experiences   the  children’s   vocabulary  and  their  understanding  about   the  wider  world   remain   limited.  
Wherever possible we try to engage parents in the events so that there is a shared experience between 
the child and the parent. We have been impressed by the quality of the work by Ludus Dance and strongly 
believe that these types of experiences are crucial for holistically developing our young children who have 
experienced disadvantage throughout their childhoods. To fail to fund arts events for our most 
disadvantaged children is to fail to improve their life chances." Gail Murphy, Headteacher, Taywood Nursery 
School and Extended Services, Burnley 

 
"Preston City Council has worked in partnership with the Dukes Theatre for several years. I would like to 
highlight the Metropolis theatrical production that was commissioned by the 2012 Guild Festival as part 
of its ten day international programme. 250 young people from across the county took part and had the 
unique opportunity to learn about many aspects of creating original theatre which the Dukes do so very 
well. There is simply no other provision in Lancashire for young people to get involved in the multifarious 
aspects of theatre production, in particular new writing for theatre." Samantha Blackburn, Cultural Development 
Manager, Preston City Council 
  
"For academics and students considering coming to work or study in Lancaster, the arts centre is also 
an attractive resource that means Lancaster can offer some of the cultural stimulation and variety that 
might normally be found only in bigger cities. It helps Lancaster remain culturally and economically 
competitive." Dr Bruce Bennett, Lancaster 
 

"As a Governor of Lytham St Annes Technology & Performing Arts College, the biggest comprehensive 
school in Lancashire, I am intimately aware of the educational work of the theatre in the county. The 
Dukes is a very active partner in the Educational Trust that oversees the school and has made an 
enormous contribution not only to the development of drama in the curriculum but also in the work to 
engage otherwise disaffected & under-achieving young students to improve their life chances. The 
Dukes generates substantial & tangible economic activity as well as helping to promote the City and 
County in the public imagination." Allan Foster, Governor, Lytham St Annes Technology and Performing Arts College  

 
"In the hearts and minds of young people and staff at Queen Elizabeth School, The Dukes is valued 
highly. As a school which specializes in the performing arts, it is vital in a rural area that our students 
can experience a professional arts arena which provides standards to emulate, opportunities to access 
and experiences to enjoy. The Dukes is regarded by many as the centre of a cultural world which is rich, 
diverse and enhancing of community cohesion. It also acts as a bridge into a national network of 
cultural excellence. The Dukes is not only acting as a creative hub for the City of Lancaster but it is also 
serving a massive hinterland across three counties. Most particularly in times of austerity, a centre like 
The Dukes speaks of human potential and human achievement, providing experiences which entertain 
and enrich."  Chris Clarke, Headteacher, Queen Elizabeth School, Kirkby Lonsdale  
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ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE 
 
There were many responses which talked about the quality of the experience of the Lancashire arts offer. 
Organisations regularly collect audience and participant responses at their events and workshops, asking 
them about the standard of the work. This section contains a flavour of some of these comments. 
 
Of particular note are responses from those with a professional or wider experience of the arts across 
the country, who are able to benchmark the quality of the Lancashire offer with their experiences 
elsewhere. 
 

The Responses... 

"The real joy of Spot On is the feeling of pure delight at seeing and hearing and meeting world class 
performers in the intimate environment of our village hall - priceless." Village rural touring organiser 
 
"I have worked in various different parts of Britain in the theatre sector and nowhere have I found such 
an appetite in the local and regional community for the work being produced. The city of Lancaster is a 
thriving centre of cutting edge performance arts, and the Duke's role within that is absolutely crucial" 
Nick Underwood 
 
"LICA provides first class concerts. The spring concerts have been outstanding." Anonymous 
 
"My children loved this mini-play. It's so nice to see the library animated in this way, there isn't much in 
town to do with kids in tow, and it would be lovely to come to more events like this" Janette Templeton, 
Christmas Tree Decoration Workshop, They Eat Culture, Preston  
 
"The Dukes enjoys a national reputation for the range and quality of its work, particularly with children 
and young people". Dr Steve Ball, Chair, Theatre for Young Audiences, England. 
 
"Brilliant  performance,  radical  and  uncompromising  from  the  start” More Music audience attendee 
 
"The Boo offers quality educational entertainment. The whole experience is always a wonderful shared 
family experience and helps strengthen family bonds as well as makes us all feel very happy indeed." 
Anonymous 
 
"The commitment and performances of the artists was outstanding. The event made me think about 
things in a different way and it's a way I thought I would never feel about the bus station!!  
Great stuff!" Anonymous - about They Eat Culture event in Preston 
 
"Brilliant idea, nice to see the library being used in a novel way" Anonymous- They Eat Culture Event 
 
"Ludus is seen as an integral player in delivering high quality arts activity in the district." Chris Wyatt, Arts 
Development, Wyre BC 
 
"A jewel in our community and totally unique" Anonyomous- about Horse and Bamboo. 
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"The Dukes is the one institution in Lancaster that enjoys a national reputation". Dr. Ian Paylor, Head of 
Applied Social Science, Lancaster University 
 
"We went to see Frontierland at More Music tonight, and it really was one of the very best things I have 
seen in a long time. The joy, energy and commitment of every musician was beautiful to see. Just truly 
stunning. If ever there was an argument for why participating in 'the arts' is a positive thing for its own 
sake, this is it." Anonymous  
 
"The festival is truly world class." Anonymous- Litfest 
 
"Preston City Council has worked with Ludus for several years. They are the only dance organisation in 
Lancashire offering affordable, progressional, quality contemporary dance training and opportunities 
for people from all walks of life." Samantha Blackburn, Cultural Development Manager, Preston City Council 
 
"Litfest is an undeniably brilliant artistic institution." Anonymous 
 
"Unique, magical performances on our doorstep. ...They are always beautiful, inspiring, quirky, clever, 
captivating, hypnotic" Anonymous- about Horse and Bamboo 
 
"Ludus have delivered a range of amazing street dance projects." Community worker 
 
“Mid  Pennine  Arts  with  their  Contemporary  Heritage  programme  present  a  series  of  new  commissions  
by contemporary artists in partnership with historic venues around the county.  It is exciting to see a 
project of this nature and scale taking place in Lancashire. MPA has continued its high quality work in 
this  project,  but  potentially  brought  it  to  a  much  larger  audience  by  working  with  heritage  partners.” 
Yvonne Hardman, Arts Council England Artistic Assessor 
 
"Thought provoking, creative, fun and memorable. Excellent for the city."  
Emma, Preston- They Eat Culture Event 
 
"Live at LICA brings us things that we would otherwise have to go to Manchester and Liverpool to see." 
Anonymous 
 
"Mid Pennine Arts Contemporary Heritage - A thoughtful, thought provoking series of commissions 
across the Pennine area that tell new stories, ask new questions and formulate new answers to its rich, 
often dark, histories.  These are commissions that give artists time and space to make thoughtful work, 
presented  to  the  highest  standards  in  this  most  special  of  places.” Laurie Peake, former Director of Projects and 
Programmes, Liverpool Biennial 
 
"One of the finest set of theatre makers operating in the UK today. Their work is relevant, magical and 
poignant." Anonymous- about Horse and Bamboo 
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ARTS LANCASHIRE AND THE PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS 
 
Arts Lancashire is a partnership of arts organisations in receipt of public funding from county or district 
authorities and other public bodies. A number are also National Portfolio Organisations. This means 
they receive up to three years funding from the Arts Council of England, or funding through other Arts 
Council strategic programmes or the National Lottery programme, Grants for the Arts. 

The organisations involved in this public consultation included: The Dukes, Ludus Dance, More Music, 
Lancaster Litfest and Live at LICA in Lancaster, Horse and Bamboo in Rossendale, Burnley Youth 
Theatre and Mid Pennine Arts in Burnley, In Situ, an artist led initiative in Pendle, They Eat Culture in 
Preston (on behalf a range of partner arts organisations with whom they work in the city) and Spot On, 
the touring organisation working with rural and other isolated communities across Lancashire.  

Arts Lancashire members include; 
 

x Lancaster Arts Partnership Members (The Dukes, Ludus Dance, Storey Gallery, 
Lifest, LICA, Green Close, More Music, Lancaster Music festival, Lancaster Youth 
Arts Partnership) 

x Burnley Youth Theatre 
x Mid Pennine Arts 
x Horse and bamboo 
x Lancashire Sinfonietta 
x In Certain Places 
x In Situ 
x Culturapedia (Spot On Rural Touring) 
x They Eat Culture 
x Harris Contemporary 
x Bluestreak Arts 

 
 
Burnley Youth Theatre 
Burnley Youth Theatre has a growing reputation as 'the jewel in Burnley's Crown' and is considered 
amongst the most successful youth theatres in the country. They operate out of the only purpose built 
youth theatre space in England (2005), and now have a second space, The Moira Preston building, 
providing them with an additional suite of rooms. They have re-branded the site 'Burnley Arts Centre, 
home of Burnley Youth Theatre to accommodate their developing professional theatre programme 
entirely aimed at young people, children and their families. 
 
Their programme for young people continues to grow with 58 workshops a week ranging from theatre 
to technical workshops, more than 80 young people volunteering in some capacity, a growing training 
programme, and multiple opportunities for young people to perform in both extant shows, and devised 
pieces, including work that tours schools and that goes up to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. They work 
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with 500-600 children a week as participant, in education, or as audience. They have a growing 
reputation in the town, including with businesses - in June 2014 they will be hosting the Bondholders 
and a gala event aimed at attracting support from the wider business community. 
 
 
Dukes Theatre 
The Dukes commissions and creates its own professional theatre productions, presents visiting work, is 
an independent cinema and acts as a creative centre for young people. Its ambition is to be one of 
England's leading producing theatres and cultural centres.  
 
The Dukes aims to: Look outwards - beyond its buildings and the city, articulating its place in the world, 
Deliver Pride - through its Made in Lancashire productions and with all its creative communities, Increase 
Impact - serving a broad range of communities and reaching more people. 
 
The Dukes is thriving and successful: Since 2008-9, annual audience attendances have risen from 82,000 
to over 143,000 with 70% of audiences from across Lancashire, with every district represented. In 2013-
14, 20.5% of audiences were from beyond the NW.  
 
The Dukes is key for the economy: They are a significant employer, are a big part of the night-time and 
visitor economies, and support projects like the Lancaster Business Improvement District. 'The Borough', 
a commercial operator nearby, sold 2,781 meals in partnership with Dukes audiences, contributing to 
the local night time economy.  
 
The Dukes won the 2013 Lancashire Tourism Award for Cultural Venue/Organisation of the Year and 
attract audiences from far and wide. The  Dukes  gives  Lancashire  a  national  profile.  Their  `home  grown’  
productions attract thousands of visitors from beyond Lancashire and regularly feature in the national 
press.  
 
The Dukes also works with diverse communities: They run projects with, amongst others, young adults 
with learning difficulties and people living with dementia. The Dukes is for young people too and in 2013, 
97 different schools brought their pupils to the building and their creative learning department is viewed 
as 'outstanding' by Arts Council England.  
 
 
Horse and Bamboo 
Horse and Bamboo will be 36 years old in 2014.They produce and present quality theatre in East 
Lancashire at their venue, The Boo in Waterfoot, Rossendale. Masks, puppets, music and storytelling are 
at the heart of their theatre making and they now work with film and animation. Horse and Bamboo 
produce unique productions which are of an international reputation. 'The Boo' venue offers the local 
community in Rossendale and beyond a special place to meet, create and share. 
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In Situ 
In-Situ is a not-for-profit artist led organisation based in Brierfield Library, Pendle. Their vision is to bring 
art into the mix of the existing culture and environment of Pendle: to allow art to be part of everyday 
life. The artist in residence programme in Brierfield brings together the public and artists to experience 
non-traditional art in their immediate locality. They present cutting edge contemporary art in 
unexpected places including disused buildings, brownfield sites, water courses, community venues and 
open public spaces. 
 
 
Live at LICA 
Located on the campus at Lancaster University, Live at LICA (Lancaster Institute for Contemporary Art) 
develop and deliver high quality, contemporary theatre, dance, music and visual art for the city and the 
region. The organisation includes The Nuffield Theatre, Lancaster International Concert Series and the 
Peter Scott Gallery. Their purpose is to cultivate excellence in, and engagement across, the performing 
and visual arts. They support talent through practice based initiatives and provide audiences and local 
communities with opportunities to participate in and engage with the contemporary and inspiring-
making their own contributions to cultural experimentation. With their links to Lancaster University, 
their opportunities for artists, arts professionals and arts research are valued regionally, nationally and 
increasingly, internationally. 
 
 
Litfest 
Litfest develops, nurtures and engages readers and audiences and celebrates literary excellence. They 
do this through their annual literature festival which has been staged since 1978, together with a range 
of other publishing development and participatory projects which have positioned them at the heart of 
Lancashire's cultural and creative activity. The Lancaster Literature Festival showcases international, 
emerging and local writers. 
 
 
Ludus Dance  
Ludus Dance is the dance development organisation in Lancashire. Their mission is to inspire and engage 
people in and through dance. They prioritise people and places with least engagement and offer an 
inclusive approach, placing excellence in dance, engagement and learning at the heart of their work. For 
almost 40 years, they have played a unique role in the development of dance in Lancaster, Lancashire, 
the North West – and beyond, leading the way in dance education and playing a pivotal role in promoting 
community dance.  
 
Ludus Dance makes a significant contribution to the county’s  corporate  objectives,  specifically  regarding  
health and wellbeing. BIG Dance 2012 enabled them to develop partnerships across the county, uniting 
260 community participants from Lancaster, Morecambe, Blackpool, Burnley, Preston and Pendle. 
 
Ludus has worked in 11 districts in Lancashire. Their work with Curious Minds has enabled them to 
champion work with disadvantaged young people from across Lancaster. In 2013 they took over 30 
young people through their Discover Arts Award, 8 through Bronze and 2 through Silver. They are 
currently supporting an additional 13 young people with their Silver Award. In the last year they have 
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developed two new and highly successful youth companies in Lancashire, one in Preston and the other 
in Pennine Lancashire. In 2013-14 they worked on 318 projects with a total of 16,717 attendances across 
a total of 11 Lancashire districts, employing 36 artists. The total number of workshop/participatory 
sessions was 1,192. 
 
Ludus Youth Dance Company also provides progression routes and talent development for young people 
who want to develop a career in the arts and dance. In 2013, the percentage of young people from the 
company moving into higher education (universities and conservatoires) was 86%.  
 
In  2014,  Youth  Dance  England’s  (YDE)  'Young  Creatives',  which  opens  up  opportunities  for  young  people  
to develop their skills and knowledge of choreography and to present their own work, branched out into 
four different areas of the UK. YDE selected Ludus Dance to run Young Visionaries as the first Young 
Creatives programme for the North West, enabling young people to work with and be mentored by 
professional dance makers and performers. They were 1 of only 4 other organisations who were selected 
nationally to deliver this programme. 
 
 
Mid Pennine Arts 
Mid Pennine Arts is a commissioning agency, creating high quality art in response to the rich and diverse 
landscapes  and  communities  of  North  West  England.    MPA’s  work  is  built  around a series of ambitious 
commissions, developed through innovative partnerships and enriched by programmes of imaginative 
community engagement and creative learning activities. MPA brings art, people and places together to 
transform perceptions and change lives. 
 
MPA led the development of the Lancashire Panopticons, which on billboards, printed matter, web pages 
and strategy documents continue to project positive images of Lancashire and its assets.  Panopticons 
accumulated a long sequence of national and regional awards. More recently, MPA won a European 
award  for  the  Padiham  Greenway  community  engagement  programme.  MPA’s  ongoing  Contemporary  
Heritage series is featured in national case studies of best practice for art and heritage commissioning. 
Their work has been presented at international conferences in France, Latvia, Bulgaria and Pakistan. In 
2016,  MPA  will  celebrate  50  years  of  serving  Lancashire’s  communities. 
 
 
More Music 
More Music is a music and education charity based in Morecambe, operating their business from their 
bustling venue, 'The Hothouse.'  More Music believe in the power of music to transform people's lives 
and produce work that is truthful and has a powerful artistic aesthetic. They use many art forms, with a 
focus on music, and take their work out across the county, region and internationally. They believe in 
making original new work and developing a sense of place by working in communities. They provide a 
year round programme of activity for people of all ages and backgrounds and are one of the longest 
running and most highly regarded music and education organisations in the UK. 
 In 1999 they created the Lancashire Youth Music Action Zone and in 2006 were awarded the prestigious 
Arts Council England Art O6 award in recognition of their role in helping build and transform 
communities. 
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Spot On 
Spot On Lancashire enables volunteers in remote communities across the county to select and host high 
quality professional performing arts events to their doorstep .They work with 48 different communities 
(villages) across the whole county. They do this by supporting a thriving volunteer network, and providing 
a guarantee to reduce financial risk for small community venues, enabling artists to come to small spaces 
that would otherwise be financially incapable of hosting them. This in turn helps animate the social life 
of isolated communities.  

Spot On is a service delivered as part of the Cheshire Lancashire Touring Partnership, an Arts Council 
National Portfolio funded consortia covering Lancashire and Cheshire. The Partnership consists of 
Lancashire County Council, Culturapedia (who deliver Spot On) and Cheshire Rural Touring Arts, a shared 
service run by Chester West and Cheshire Council and Cheshire East. 

83% of their audience did not attend an urban arts event in the last 12 months. (Autumn 2013 audience 
survey) In other words, Spot On is their only cultural offer available to them. 40% of the value of their 
service is delivered by 278 volunteers across the county.  For every Arts Council pound invested, it is 
matched by a volunteer giving their time. For every £1 of county council investment it is matched 3 times 
over  by  a  volunteer  working  for  their  community.  Without  this  “Bank  of  Social  Philanthropy”  Spot  On  
would require an additional £40,000 of public investment simply to maintain the service at its current 
level. Rural touring is good value.  

 
They Eat Culture 
They Eat Culture's aim is to develop the city of Preston as an open-to-all cultural venue. They work with 
a range of other professional organisations in the city of Preston and beyond. They Eat Culture is a direct 
creative intervention in the cultural life of Preston and Lancashire. They programme, commission and 
produce high quality art and cultural work, and run culturally engaging, in-deep projects co-designed 
with communities. 
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APPENDIX 
The Brief 

The Arts Lancashire Partnership wish to produce a report of their public consultation exercise, 'Have 
Your Say,’  and  work  towards  the  development  of  an  advocacy  framework  for  future use. 

The consultant will: 

x Review responses received on the arts in Lancashire from a range of individuals, partners, 
audiences and participants 

x Identify any gaps in the responses and solicit additional comments from relevant people to 
ensure a balanced breadth of comments across a spectrum of impact areas, taking account of 
types of responders, geography and thematic benefit 

x Edit and shape responses into a clear and powerful 'snapshot' of the impact and benefit of the 
arts to people in Lancashire 

x Solicit and collate additional testimonials and evidence collected previously, to complement the 
Have Your Say responses 

x Construct an introduction to the report which references relevant Lancashire policies and 
priorities for the arts, the existing offer of the arts organisations in the partnership, and 
National initiatives such as the National Campaign for the Arts 50p campaign and the Arts 
Council evidence review into the value and impact of the arts 

x Set out options for an advocacy framework for the partnership for future use, which is flexible 
to changing circumstances as they arise, and adaptable to create bespoke versions for a variety 
of audiences and readerships 

x Indicate approaches to the effective communication and distribution of the Have Your Say 
Report 

x Indicate what data and evidence needs to be collected on an on-going basis to populate the 
advocacy framework in the future 

x Attend any necessary meetings, monitoring as the report and framework is developed 

 
This report was compiled by: Anthony Preston,* Independent arts and cultural services, May 2014 
* Anthony Preston has over thirty years' experience of working in the arts and cultural sector. He was 
previously founder of Lock Stock and Barrel Community Theatre, Arts Development Manager for 
Burnley Borough Council and Artistic Director of Burnley Youth Theatre. For 15 years he served in a 
variety of senior roles with Arts Council England in the North West as Head of Resource Development 
and Communications, Senior Manager for Regional Planning and as Director of External Relations and 
Development. He spent two years on secondment to the Department of Culture Media and Sport, 
supporting local authorities around cultural performance improvement. Anthony has been working as 
an independent professional since September 2013 and is presently Vice Chair of Burnley Leisure Trust. 


